J.E.liooteer's hysteria(?j 11/22/63; his errors and ignorance Iflr/ 3/l?/y2 

In going over some of my "subject" files Dave Wrone made copies of 109060 : 56 , 57, 

50 and 3^t timed, all p.m. , 2;21;5 j 15; 1:43 and 4:01. have's chief interest was that beflire 
^oover started dictating .tkifl^one of these nemos to his top brass, Oerial 5§J rfe had con- 

‘‘If 

eluded and told ItFlC tliat they had captured the assaa^iie said "we" had the nan. The 
did not have Oswald. 

Hot remembering wliy I'd made extra copies of ther FBI records for duplicate filing I 

read thei.i agadn. Theyhavo other importances. One is that Hoover was wrong about just about 

every fact lie stated in the memos on wliat he had told KFK, James J. Ho^ey, Secret Service 

Director, and Herbert Schlei, Assistant Director, DJ Office of Legal Counsel. (Schlei was 

preparing proclamations apparently to cover every contingency.) 

Tiiat he would say the thing he not only said but would make a record of them when he 

had to know first that he did not really know and second that at those early times he did 

not liave to say anything as a matter of jBact. He did say tliat ho "thought" they had the 
.1 *' 

man but nothing else is qualified in any way when one would tliink that normal care and 


prudence would have impelled Mm not to be so unequivocal and to Indicate tliat it was too 
soon to be positiive about any information he reported. 

I tliink that he did wliat I'm sure he'd have disciplined a special agent for doing 
indicates tliat he was hysterical. Vie can only conjectui’o why. Two possibilities if not 
ptobabilities are that Ms and the Fill's reputations would suffer and that he would have 
been expected to have been able to prevent the assassination. (V/Mch, had the assassin 
been Oswald, would have been true.) 

Ho told Rowley tlmt one of Rowley's agents had been killed. 

Ho liad the shots 'for the 4th and 5th floors but not from the 6th. and by a Wincliester 
Bifle, with Winchester shells founds / IKj-tt-c'i . 

Rovdey believed the assassination was by Cyban and Mexican "extremasts." 

Hoover believed the iClan, the FFCC (Oswald was a "nut" oi^ho extreme pro-(Jastro 
crowd'"); and Hoover said tliat "all assassins" are anarcMsts or Communists. 


Hoover and Sehei-ftriSshelScMei referred repeatecyxo assassins in the plural, or said 
there liad been a cons|dracy. fju 

He said that too blocks J^^e TSHD Oswald had shot at two cops, killing one. 

He said that the TSBD was "filled with people watcMng the parade." 

Ho said that for several diiys the FBI liad been getting reports of thfaAs against 
JFK from Wdstern Union. sdv-titOL- 

He reported wliat could be taken as^'fhbne^conversation about the assassination over- 
heard by a V/oodner apartments |)hone operator. I recall no records refloctiiing tMs. 

If the FBI had gotten reports of tliroatrfrom TrfU I recall notliing in its or the Com- 
mission's records indicating it reported them to the Commission. 

The memos reflect ighorance and very poor judgement i^not also hysteria. 



